The Historic Paul
Ricard 4-hours

osing six cars from the anid in the

wfinal week befora the race centainly
recdlucad the farooity of the combal, but
zame dreat cars were still In atfendance,
fnciuding the Forschie 810 drven by Erik
Mariz, racing in the two-haur racs-withiia-
a-race. The faur-hours want fa ths superd
Chevron 828 of American Banton Bryan
co-pifcted hy Bl Migel Greensall, serving
L & prolanged batife with the Lol 1770
Spyder of David Ferrer and Misler Jobn
of B.
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ractice gave us the chance to see Erk Maris’ Forsche 935

an frack, prepared by Sebastien Crubile. Mars is also the
cwnar of the Porsche 810 that gave so much pleasure in the
2-hour race, finighing just off the podium.

Sergs Kriknoff won the shorler race in hig usual manner,
driving his 2.8-litre Forsche 911 RSR. He finished ahead - not
without difficulty — of the impressive Ford Falcon run by the
Allamang family. They had 2 whale of 2 fima at the wheel of
their 330-harsepowar Ford VB-powarad Muscla Car. A carthat
nonethaless proved itsalf nimble and quick. since Denis, the
san, was nol only able o remain in he lead of the two hour
race unlil the mandalory pitsiop teenly minules rom {he end,
but also to lead oversll in the first lap, shead of some siate of
tha art profotypes.

Bul it didn'l take these same prololypes, entared in the
four-hour event, wo long to bressze past in 8 pack.  MNigal
Greenzall's Chevron B35 and the Lole T70 Spyder of David
Farrar swapped the lead inthe first guarter of an hour, before
tha British driver faund his rhythm and was able to outpace the
American gas-guzzler by around ten seconds. Indead, Farrar
was forced in for fuel after an hour, saying "3 bienté!” o the
lead. Gresnsall continued on his merry way, handing over to
Banten Bryan after just over ninsty minutes.

Meanwhile, the litle Elva Mk8s from Meca Molsur wers
missing one of their favourite running mates — car no five,
whese angine blew in practice; and which would have been
driven by Pierre-Frangois Rousselot and his friend Serge
Baulnier, making a.crew of former pro contenders. This meant
jusl bwo were leflt; Yann Le Calvez and Philippe Tissandier's,
which had its moment in the sun before baing swallowsd up by
the Chevron and the Lola, finslly finishing third overall, and no.
four, driven by Syivain Guanzini and Marc Alloend-Bessand,
that came in fifth, scoring fmportant points towards the French
Championship,

Worthy of note was Bernard Moreau and Miguel Langin's
"quiet” race at the wheel of & 3.0-litre Porsche RSR fitted with
an oid gngine that they didnt want to push too hard. They
finished fourtn.

Jean-Claude Barthe and Pierre Arraou, driving a 3.0-litre
Porsche RS from LD Racing finished sixth, shead of the sole
2.0-litre 911 criven by Hanrigue Gemperle and Jean-Frangois
Weber.
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At the sharp end, things weren't as simple as they ssemed.
Greensall - after a good stint by Bryan - put the hammer down
‘and kepl the lead. On the penultimate lap and with a two-lap
lead, his engine biew, He managed to gt he car to the pils, but
missed out on the chequered flag. He nevertheless finishad in
first place because of the number of laps completed, ahead of
Davigl Farrer's Lola T70.

Another heppy memory of the race was the third place in the
two-hour race scared by the 3.0-litre Porsche RS driven by
Alain Gadal, alongside the boss of Porzche Lorient Racing,
Frédéric Ancal. A nice first for them. ®
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